Puzzle #539
[image: image1.png]Four friends have entered a marathon
and were given the consecutive
numbers 321, 322, 323, and 324. If
they have equal ability and all other
factors of the race are equal, what is
the probability they will finish in
descending order of their issued
numbers » 324, 323, 322, 321?

Other entrants may finish ahead,
behind, and between these 4, so they
are not to be considered for this
puzzle.




Puzzle #539

Answer

[image: image2.png]The probability of the 4 friends finishing in
descending order of their issued numbers is
1 in 24.

There are 24 combinations of 4 different
things. Only one of those 24 is in
consecutive descending order.
















