Puzzle #672
[image: image1.png]A local freight train travels at a
speed of 30 mph over a certain dis-
tance, and then returns over the
same distance at a speed of 20 mph.

What is the average speed for the
trip?
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Let the distance traveled be 60 miles each
way. Then, the trip going = 60/30 = 2 hours,
and the return trip back = 60/20 = 3 hours.
The trip took 5 hours over the 120 total miles:
120/5 = 24 mph
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