Puzzle #650
[image: image1.png]You have two pieces of string of varying
thickness which each burn for 40 seconds.
You want to measure 30 seconds. You
can’t cut either string in half because the
fuses are different thicknesses and you
can’t be sure how long each will burn.

How can you accomplish this without
bending, folding or cutting the strings?



[image: image2.png]Light both ends of one of the strings (it doesn’t
make any difference which one). It’ll burn down
in 20 seconds regardless of how evenly it burns.

At the same instant, light one end of the second string.
It will start to burn while the other is totally used up.
In 20 seconds, when the first string is finished burning,
light the second end of the second string.

This will burn what’s left in 10 more seconds -- for a

total of 30 seconds
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