Puzzle #608
[image: image1.png]A plate of spaghetti is thrown at a wall. A
basketball of identical mass is thrown with
the same speed at the wall. Disregarding
air resistance, which of the following
statements is true?

1) The basketball experiences a greater
change in momentum than the
spaghetti.

2) The spaghetti experiences a greater
change in momentum than the ball.

3) The change in momentum is equal.

4) It’s impossible to know which object
has the greater change in momentum.




[image: image2.png]1) The basketball experiences a greater change in
momentum than the spaghetti.




Puzzle #608

Answer

[image: image3.png]‘We may assume the basketball bounces
back, whereas the spaghetti sticks. The
basketball would have a greater change in
velocity which means greater change in
momentum.




















